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Amanda’s Diary
We continue our monthly update with RGT
co-ordinator Amanda Ainsworth on some of
the issues that she and the headquarters
staff have been tackling in recent weeks.

RRRReeeetttt iiiirrrreeeemmmmeeeennnntttt    PPPPllllaaaannnnssss
WITH almost all the figures in, the RGT expect to have homed between 4,000 and 4,100 grey-
hounds in 2011.

The figure will represent a
second successive fall in numbers,
down from 4,247 last year and
somewhere in the region of 500
from the record breaking 2009.

While no fall is welcome, a
political spin-doctor would have
little difficulty in 'sexying up' the
figures.

Taking aside the recession and
the RGT's drop in funding, it
will be the fifth consecutive year
that the homing figures have
topped 4,000.

Furthermore, the percentage of
dogs being 'officially' homed
through the Trust continues to rise.

Last year there were 7.972
new registrations. Five years
earlier, the NGRC registered
10,101 greyhounds and the RGT
homed 3,932.

There are no figures available
for the homing of dogs beyond

the figures produced by the
RGT.

Some have remained in racing
kennels, others have gone for
breeding or racing on the inde-
pendent circuit.

Despite the best efforts and
likely sanctions from the GBGB,
some owners refuse to submit
homing forms - particularly
those leaving the industry and
therefore under no pressure to
do so.

There are presently 71 official
RGT branches, plus four who
have their own charity registra-
tion. There are also other inde-
pendent home finding schemes
who do not submit figures to the
RGT.

The four independent home-
finding schemes who do con-
tribute figures are Brighton,
Romford, Wimbledon plus one
in Lincoln.

So why are they not part of
the RGT?

Amanda said: “In the cases of
Brighton and Romford, they are
reasonably historical.

“The issue for some branches
is that if you are an official
branch, you have to abide by the
rules of the RGT.

“That might sound a bit
strange but it is only common
sense if you think about it. 

“If a branch is going to operate
as 'RGT' you cannot have dif-
ferent methods and standards
between branches because if
things go wrong, it reflects on
the whole organisation.

“Conversely, there are, and
always have been, people
involved in non-RGT branches
who feel 'we are volunteers and
we don't want to be told what to
do by the RGT', which I think is
quite understandable.

FEBRUARY EVENTS
Greyhound Walk - Ripon Saturday 4 North Yorkshire
Phoenix Stroke Appeal - Fundraiser Saturday 4 Cornwall
GRSB Meeting - Oswestry Sunday 7 Shropshire and Borders
Collection at Farm & Pet Place, Chirk Saturday 11 Shropshire and Borders
Pets at Home - Bridlington Saturday 25 Bridlington
Grey.Walk - Anglers C. Park,Wintersett Sunday 26 West Yorkshire

“Despite the wishes of those
four branches to be independent,
we have good relations with all
of them. Some of them even use
our homing forms and we are
always there to help if
required.”

THE news that the British
Veterinary Nurses Association have
chosen the RGT as their charity of
the year was well received in the
Worcester Park head office.

Amanda said: “The fact that
the nurses will be holding fund-
raisers for us is obviously good
news, but the implications of the
decision are much bigger than
that in my opinion.

“The veterinary nurses often
have a big say in the sort of liter-
ature and information that goes
on display in vets' surgeries.

“For example, in my local vets
there are posters and collection
boxes for the Cat Protection
League all over the place.

“Just increasing the awareness
of retired greyhounds is of huge
benefit.

“There is also the slightly more
delicate matter of pets being put
to sleep. It can do no harm at all,
when owners are looking at
replacing their pets, to have vet-
erinary nurses speaking up on
behalf of retired greyhounds.”

A couple of ex-Newcastle grey-
hounds that came from Amanda
Varley's kennel, are likely to be
among those heading off to the
Czech Republic in the next couple
of weeks.

Amanda said: “There are nine
due to go by transporter and most
are already reserved.

“They are a wonderful group of
enthusiasts. When the dogs arrive
there is a big party including TV
coverage. 

“Any dogs that don't have
homes are fostered by the people
at Greyhound Adoption Czech
Republic who are absolutely fan-
tastic.”

In 2011 the RGT also sent
small numbers of greyhounds for
adoption in Belgium and Italy.”

PLANS are progressing for a
second RGT Bi-Annual Conf-
erence at the Holiday Inn in
Birmingham.

Spread over Saturday/Sunday
April 28/29, Amanda is hoping
for around 200 representatives
from branches nationwide to be
in attendance.

She said: “The first confer-
ence was a huge success because
it enabled people doing the
same job and faced with the
same issues, a chance to discuss
them.

“It also enabled volunteers to
get to know people who they
might only have known by rep-
utation. 

“The last meeting certainly
saw a few preconceptions
altered once people got to know
each other.

“We get the opportunity to
update branches on any
changes that have come in, as
well as learn from the speakers.

“I am hoping to hear from a
representative of the veterinary
nurses, as well as someone talk-
ing about blood banks.

“We also have someone
explaining the position of the
law in relation to dogs and I
think a few people will be sur-
prised, if not shocked, with
what he has to say.

“For example, I was always
of the opinion that if you had a
dog on a lead, you were legally
safe, if he was approached by
another dog and a fight broke
out.

“Well apparently, that is not
strictly true in all cases. 

“The whole subject is a little
more complicated than most
people probably imagine and
working with dogs it is impor-
tant to know where you stand.”

In the meantime, Amanda is
keen to find a sponsor for the
event. 

Anybody interest is asked to
contact her on 0844 8268424.

THE RGT enters new territory
with an advertisement for a Media
& PR Manager (below).

Amanda said: “Over the last
few years we have used agencies
for PR but it has been difficult to
balance the need for both regional
and national coverage. 

“Overall, I think they did a
competent job.

“However, the trustees are
keen to try a new approach, hence
the new position.

“The plan is for the new man-
ager to work from here but also be
available to the branches for
assistance at local level.”

Teach old dog, new tricks?
Former Hove runner Tootsie is enjoying even
more success as an obedience competitor than
she did on a race track.

Known in her first life as Iamsaynothing
(Knockeevan Star-Noirs Nora, Jan 03), 'Tootsie'
last went to traps for John Gammon in an A8 at
Crayford in June 2007.

New owner Gaynor Kendall introduced the ex-
tracker to a different type of dog training the fol-
lowing year.

In 2010 she won her first Certificate Of Merit,
and has since won another five.

Her proud owner - who has kept 'racing owner'
Yvonne Murray, informed of Tootsie's progress:
“Now that she is nine years old and has of course
had a racing life as well, I think that this might be
her last year competing.

“We are going to do all we can to qualify in the
Kennel Club Special Pre Beginner Stakes heats at
least for Discover Dogs in November then maybe
with luck go forward to Crufts next March. “

Astonishing Monmore!
MONMORE'S branch of
the Retired Greyhound
Trust had a record break-
ing year during 2011
writes Jason Craddock
and Floyd Amphlett.

The trust re-homed 335
retired runners over twelve
months which is amazing con-
sidering the numbers had been
falling over the past two years
during the economic crisis.

Trust co-ordinator Alison
Bandurak told the Star: “Our
previous best year was back in
2008 when we homed well over
300 retired runners and in the
two following years we strug-
gled to get anywhere near that
figure.

“However interest picked up
at the start of last year and to
eventually home 335 in 12
months was just brilliant.”

The kennels in Wolverhampton
have a great team of staff who
are backed up by a huge team of
volunteers.

Alison said: “Having a fantastic
year like that in 2011 is all thanks
to a fantastic team effort as well
as the management at the stadi-
um and of course Ladbrokes.

“We have over 100 volunteers
who come to the kennels regu-
larly and help with the walking,
feeding and grooming.

“There are people that take
dogs to our awareness days at

local supermarkets, town cen-
tres and city and country shows
and events, while others donate
their time to help on the organ-
ising side of things.

“The management at the sta-
dium are also very committed to
our cause.  

“Nothing is too much trouble
for general manager Richard
Brankley, while the racing office
is also very supportive.

“We are also very grateful to
Ladbrokes who are always donat-
ing in various ways to our cause
and the yearend party for our
staff, volunteers and their fami-
lies that they put on was very
well received.”

The evening included free
food and over 200 attended.

(Brankley quipped, “Given the
extensive bar take, it was proba-
bly cost effective!”)

Mrs Bandurak reports that
the surge of interest in retired
greyhounds has continued into
2012.

She says: “Interest is still high
as we find ever more ways of
increasing awareness of what we
do and the fact that greyhounds
make fantastic pets.

“Our website rgtwolverhamp-
ton.co.uk is getting plenty of
traffic, especially after our
awareness campaigns and we've
also been helped by Wolverhamp-
ton and Wales goalkeeper Wayne
Hennessy's interest in our cause.

“Wayne and his family recent-
ly took on one of our fawn bitch-
es called Belle and is a regular at
our kennels.  

“People are amazed when
they see him here and he just
mucks in like everyone else.

“He recently opened our isola-
tion wing at the kennels which obvi-
ously attracted lots of attention.”

Richard Brankley responded:
“Alison is the reason for the suc-
cess of the scheme, of which we
are extremely proud.

“She has all the skills needed
to make it work irrespective of
whatever resources we are able
to provide.

“It all comes together through
her and because of her; she does
an astonishing job.”

The RGT’s Amanda Ainsworth
added: “We don’t, as a matter of
policy, normally publish home-
finding figures for individual
braches.

“However, a total of 335 grey-
hounds in a single year is a
national record. 

“The Monmore team had the
previous two records, 326 and
324, set in 2007 and 2008, fol-
lowed by Perry Barr with 321.

“By any standards 335 grey-
hounds homed in a single year
(around 8% of the national total)
is a remarkable achivement and
behalf of homefinders every-
where, we congratulate them for
their efforts.
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Ivor Stocker

IVOR STOCKER was the
recipient of the 2011 Services
to Retired Greyhounds award
at the recent London ceremo-
ny writes Floyd Amphlett.

In 11 years at the RGT
Executive Director, Ivor has
transformed the organisation.
He has secured record funding,
seen homing figures go through
the stratosphere and raised
awareness of the charity to
unprecedented heights.

He introduced initiatives
such as the Great Greyhound
Gathering and Greyhound
Extravaganza and saw the
50,00th greyhound homed.

Sometimes controversial,
frequently challenging, Ivor
nevertheless managed to create
a unity among branches never
previously witnessed.

Amanda said: “We are so sad
to see Ivor go, but it has been a
pleasure to work with him.

“His political and leadership
skills made him an outstanding
boss. 

“He was a great planner,
never forgot anything, but was
always prepared to roll up his
sleeves and do any task no mat-
ter how menial.

“Ivor has been an inspira-
tion to us all and we are thrilled
that his achievements have
been recognised.”


