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Shropshire & Borders

LATEST NEWS
Welcome to the Spring edition of our newsletter.

It is with regret that we have to start the New Year with
some really sad news; one of Margaret's dogs, Sophie,
our very first GRSB rescue from Ireland, died in
January. She was a beautiful brindle girl but was hardly
ever seen as she was absolutely terrified of people and
spent most of her last years reclusively in her new home
with her numerous greyhound ‘boyfriends’. She spent
the last three months of her life passing in and out of the
vets, but the exact cause of her death remains
unknown.

At some time in her past life she had suffered severe
injuries including a fracture to her leg and numerous
gunshot wounds. She will be sorely missed by those
who knew her and gained her confidence.

We decided, with Margaret to share this very personal
loss with everyone, to remind us why we are all involved
in rescue. It is cases like that of Sophie that drive home
the desperate situation in Ireland and the incredible trust
and resilience these dogs show even after such horrific
treatment at the hands of man.

BLOOD DONORS

On Sunday 17th January a team from the Blood Bank in
Leicester visited the kennels and a total of 19 dogs
became blood donors. Below is our lovely Hal, who has
recently been adopted.

This was an excellent achievement and many thanks go
to Sue and Malcolm for organising the day, to the team
of young ladies from the Blood Bank who carried out
their work in a most efficient and calm manner, to the
volunteers who spent the day at the kennels helping with
the dogs and most of all, to the dogs themselves for their
amazing patience and fortitude!

Well done all you wonderful hounds! We are so proud of
you. The Blood Bank will be at the kennels again on
Tuesday 13" April.

COATS FOR THE DOGS

The children from Crowmore School sewing club have
been very busy making coats and blankets for the
greyhounds to keep them warm this winter.
Above are pictures of the children with Louie and Sally
modelling their new coats.

PUBLICITY

As a new year begins so the need remains to maintain
homing figures and to raise awareness of the plight of
greyhounds and lurchers in a still difficult economic
climate. This has prompted us to be more resourceful
than ever.

During the coming year we plan to step up our efforts to
inform people of the nature of the greyhound racing
industry and the suffering of so many dogs.
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The June issue of Dogs Monthly magazine, which goes
on sale May 6", will feature our very own Sue Tipton
who we nominated to feature in their ‘Unsung Heroes’
section. This is a tribute to Sue for the dedicated work
she does for all the dogs and will also be a welcome
boost to the profile of the group.

We have also entered a piece into the June issue of
Dogs Today Magazine, out in early May. One of our
greyhounds, Storm, features in their ‘Hardest to
Rehome’ section. We hope this will find him and
potentially some of our other dogs the loving homes they
deserve and will again be great publicity for GRSB. So
keep an eye out for us!

Catherine has recently set up a facebook group for
GRSB, which contains our latest news, events and dogs
looking for homes. We currently have around 50
members which is fantastic, but we need more! Please
join us on facebook if you have an account.
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?qid=290584523502
&ref=ts

Continuing on a similar thread, Catherine also recently
contacted a gentleman in America called Alan Jackson
who is ‘famous’ for making Greyhound promotion
videos. His most well known is titled “The Race”, a video
that he created for his local group in Augusta, GA.

The song, "The Race" is written by Matt Dahan, who
kindly agreed to Alan using the song to promote
Greyhound Adoption. At the end of last year on the
American GreyTalk forum, Alan offered to edit "The
Race", and personalise it for different rescue groups and
this is where Catherine collared him.

Alan made our very own GRSB version of “The Race”,
featuring our own Greyhounds (and Betty the lurcher!),
which you can view on our website and You Tube:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTyzLMU6nCs

It is absolutely brilliant! Please view it on You Tube and
post a comment if you can. Alan also sent us a CD with
our video as well as 12 other Greyhound clips, which we
have copied and will be handed out to potential adopters
and at events. Thank you so much Alan.

A final mention on the publicity front goes out to one of
our lovely new fosterers Alex who is a Graphic Designer.
She offered her services to revamp our leaflets, cards,
posters etc. This is still work in progress, but the first
two posters she has made are great. If you are able to
print one off and put it up in your area please email
bethan-richardson@hotmail.co.uk or telephone 01978

720308 to have some sent to you. All of these efforts will
hopefully get our dogs into the forever homes they
deserve.

THANKS

We would like to say a very big thank you to the Head of
Housekeeping, Sharon, and her assistant Gemma at the
Park Inn Hotel, Telford, for the very generous donation
of lovely woollen blankets and quilted bed covers from
the hotel. These have helped other rehoming
centres, including Hall Green and Worcester, and some
have been sent as far as Ireland where bedding is so
badly needed. Some of the blankets and quilts have
already been used to make dog coats and dog beds for
the kennel dogs, and some have been sold to raise
much needed funds. Well done to The Park Inn for being
so kind and generous.

And also thank you to the lovely Jenny at Grinshill for
donating the contents of the ‘dogbin’ at Morrisons.

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO?

We have been busy again since the last newsletter with
events. The meet and greet in November at Oswestry
Memorial Hall was a great success again. It's always a
pleasure to see new and old owners with their dogs.

A group of us took part in the Hope House Snowman
Shuffle in Oswestry. The dogs looked brilliant dressed
up in their festive costumes. The two-legged of us wore
our snowman suits.
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Christmas Eve in the Square in Shrewsbury was lovely.
The atmosphere was great and the shoppers were very
generous.

We had a rummage sale in Oswestry recently, and the
bargain hunters turned up in droves. Everyone was
surprised at the grand total of £470; thank you to
everyone who turned up on the day and helped.

The first ‘play day’ of the year was held again at
Oswestry Equestrian Centre. The dogs had a wonderful
time running and playing together in a safe enclosed
arena. If you can make it to a future play date, it is a
fantastic couple of hours for both dogs and people alike.

Zoe Tipton has attended lots of our fundraising events
offering her services as a professional face painter and
donated her profits to GRSB, which we are very grateful
for.

Zoe has over 2 years experience as a professional face
painter, full public liability insurance and has a range of
around 30 face designs that she can do. If you would
like to book her for any events please call her on
07882455936.

UPCOMING EVENTS.

Once again we have an action packed year ahead. All
the old favourites are in the diary as well as quite a few
new events. There are too many to list here so please
see the enclosed flyer for details. We look forward to
seeing you and your dogs in 2010!

WISH LIST

If you have any old mobile phones you no longer want or
any empty ink cartridges please drop them off at the
kennels, bring them to one of our events or post them to
Beth Richardson. 9 Rhos Berse Road, Coedpoeth,
Wrexham. LL11 3BT. This is an easy way for us to make
money and do our bit by recycling as well. Thank you!

We also need good quality items for our tombola;
toiletries, cuddly toys, jewellery etc. Please bring them
to one of the events or drop them off at the kennels.
Thank you.

HAPPY HOMINGS.

There is lots of good news on the re-homing front, with
quite a few of our long stay dogs now settled in their new
homes, especially Betty, who spent a long time in the
kennels waiting for her Forever Home. She was formerly
known as ‘Ugly Betty’, but thanks to her new
owners Craig and Judy, she is now beautiful ‘Betty Boo’,
and is having a great new life in Jackfield. Well deserved
and worth the wait.

Some of our other dogs that have ‘gone home’ are; Hal,
Charles, Mickey, Hildie, lurcher puppy Widget, Cerys,
Kerys, Lady Jane, Moogie, Heidi, Mac, Midge, Prince.
Good luck to all our dogs that have left for their forever
homes.



Treacle was an absolute star during the Albrighton
carnival. She stole a lot of people's hearts because of
her lovely nature despite having terrible facial injuries
when she came to the Moorlands. Her injuries are now
fully healed and she is now a much loved member of Sid
and Mo's gang and has become Sid's second shadow,
following him around everywhere. Well done Treacle!

Scooby's re-homing is quite special. His new family,
Alfred & Danielle are coming to collect him and take him
back to his new home in Antwerp, Belgium, where he'll
share a settee with Spot (a Greyhound) & Lassie (a
Spanish Galgo) Don't forget to pack a dictionary in his
suitcase Sue. Good Luck Scooby!!

Two more of our dogs have jetted off to Jersey with
Alison who runs Sighthound Rescue there. In January
she took the gorgeous lurcher Kasey for rehoming and
the beautiful Zoe our 11 year old greyhound, who we
think is staying put with Alison. Fantastic news!

As usual since the last newsletter some of our dogs
have continued to rack up the vets bills. One such dog is
the absolutely beautiful Twister, so named as his tail is
coiled tightly and because he has a twisted pelvis due to
being squashed in the womb.

However, he's got movement in all his limbs and is well
muscled. He will probably develop arthritis at an earlier
age than usual, but at the moment he is happy, healthy
and doing very well.

If anyone would like to make a donation towards
Twister's vet bills which have included numerous x-rays,
payment can be made via cheque made payable to
GRSB and addressed to The Moorlands Kennels,
Station Road, Condover, Shropshire. SY5 7BS. You can
also donate via our Paypal account which is
moorlandskennels@hotmail.com. Please put "Twister" in
the subject line. Thank you.

END PIECE

"How many dogs does it take to change a light
bulb?"

Golden Retriever; The sun is shining, the day is young,
we've got our whole lives ahead of us, and you're inside
worrying about a stupid burned-out light bulb?

Border Collie: Just one. And Il replace any wiring
that's not up to code.

Shi-Tzu: Puh-leeze, dah-ling. Let the servants.
Greyhound: It isn't moving. Who cares?



